
 
 Lee Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 12th, 2025 

  
The Regular Meeting of the Lee Township Board was called to order at 7:30 pm at the Lee 
Township Hall, located at 877 56th Street, Pullman, Michigan. 
  
Members Present: Supervisor Rawson, Clerk Blackburn, Treasurer Godlew, Trustee Lewis, 
Trustee Hatfield 
Members Absent:  None  
 
Agenda Amendments: None 
 
Board Comments:  

Trustee Lewis: Rustee Lewis reported that there is a new medical imaging facility in 
Saugatuck. 
 
Joe Godlew: Treasurer Godlew property taxes are due February 17th. Winter and 
Summer 2025 taxes are payable to Lee Township until March 2nd. After that point they 
will go to Allegan County. Treasurer Godlew thanked the holiday committee for the 
holiday decorations around town. 
 
 
Clerk Blackburn: Clerk Blackburn gave an update on the theft of equipment from the 
township. The theft happened between October 2nd and October 8th. A full Breach 
Determination Memorandum will be forthcoming. During the theft, there were two 
tabulators, three laptops and an empty cashbox that were stolen. Based on the facts that 
are known at this time, voter data was not present on the devices at the time of theft. This 
is based upon established post-election procedures included in the state election manual 
which include deletion of all election software and records post-election. In the event any 
voter data remained on a device contrary to established procedures, such data was 
encrypted at rest using the electronic pollbook software and password protected by the 
laptop itself as well as user credentials set within the software. There is no evidence that 
any passwords or encryption keys were compromised. There is no evidence of 
unauthorized acquisition of usable personal information. The notice that registered voters 
received at the end of December/beginning of January was sent out in coordination with 
the state of Michigan Bureau of Elections as a transparency and courtesy measure. I and 
the board take this event extremely seriously. The Clerk is working through insurance 
claims to get reimbursed for updated election equipment. 
Please contact the Clerks office with any questions. Email will result in the quickest 
response: clerk@leetwp.org 
If you have any information that may help the investigation, please contact the Allegan 
County Sheriff's department.  
To report a crime and file a complaint, contact Central Dispatch at 269-673-3899. 
To report information about a crime anonymously, contact Silent Observer at 1-800-
554-3633 

 
Citizens Comment: 

Kris LaPoint: Kris shared that an event titled “Pullman Private Will Presentation” will 
be held at 5594 North Avenue, Pullman, MI 49450 on February 4th sponsored by the 
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Great Lakes Community Action Partnership (GLCAP) <see flyer attached at the end of 
the minutes>. 
Vikki Lindsey: Requests that the township board calls Consumers Energy about the 
street lights that are currently burned out.  
Unknown: What enforcement is in place for ordinance enforcement in the township? 
Reported several campers that are permanently placed around the township. 
Unknown: The house at or near 975 Hughes has been a blight with multiple animal 
control complaints and need cleaned up. 
Unknown: Noticed multiple people walking along the roads – with the snow especially 
more and more folks are walking in the road rather than on the berm, looking for ideas to 
help folks keep safe in these situations. 

 
Guest Speakers: None. 
 
Approval of Regular Board Minutes: 
 A motion was made by Rawson and seconded by Hatfield to approve the previous months 
regular meeting minutes as presented.  All voted “Aye.”  Motion carried. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Treasures report was read by Treasure Godlew. 
A motion was made by Blackburn and seconded by Rawson to receive the Treasurer’s Report as 
given. Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – yes, Trustee Hatfield, - yes, Trustee Lewis, - absent.  
  
County Commissioners Report: Mr. Lubbers reported a few items: 

The Commission has recently elected new leadership for their one year terms. 
There are two fresh physical maps that have been created for public consumption. 
Parks in the county are mainly funded by Gun Lake casino revenue. Revenue has been 
reported to be up 11% which will be good for the parks budget going forward.  
The Brownfield plan for the old paper mill in Otsego will be continued for the next three 
year plan term. No other changes regarding the plan are expected. 
A new 5 year parks plan has been accepted and will be sent on to the state for the county. 
David Haverdink, the fire chief in Hamilton for 40 years, was remembered for his 
dedication to his community and public service. Commissioner Lubbers thanked 
everyone who attended the service.  
 

Deputy Report:  There were 170 calls for December. There are quite a few of wanted people in 
Lee Township and there is a concerted effort to track these folks down. 
 
Fire Department/ EMS Report:  

Chief Zack Clark: We had a total of 44 calls, 33 of which were medical. Training for the 
month was focused on forcible entry. 
In total for 2025 there were 452 medical calls and 187 fire calls.  
The new first responder unit is expected to be delivered at the end of March. 
Chief Zack also gave his thanks to all who attended the service for David Haverdink. 
The fire department is planning to put 1 new member through first responders class. 

 
Code Official Report: Supervisor Rawson on behalf of Jeff Olney – there was no material 
update, we are still in progress on ordinance complaints.  
 
Assessor’s Report: Read by Supervisor Rawson: 



 
JANUARY 2026 – ASSESSOR UPDATE TO TWP BOARD 
 
Mailing Addresses 
Please make sure the mailing address held on the Lee Township Assessment and Tax 
Rolls is our current mailing address.  Winter tax bills have been issued.  If the mailing 
address on the winter tax bill is not correct please contact Lee Township and update the 
mailing address. 
2026 Assessment Notices 
In mid-February the 2026 Assessment Notice will be mailed.  This document informs the 
property owner of assessment valuation and details used to calculate tax for 2026.  This 
document also provides the property owner information on when and how to appeal the 
valuation of the parcel if they believe the assessed value does not represent 50% of 
market value. 
Disabled Veterans 
All Disabled Veteran Exemptions granted in 2025 should carry forward without annual 
application.  If you receive a Notice of Assessment that does not indicate the Disabled 
Veteran Exemption is applied please contact me. 
Email: leeassessor1@gmail.com  

 
Ambulance Reports: Trustee Lewis reported that the next meeting is on Thursday at 6pm. 
There was a leak in the roof and it was masonry from the chimney.  
Clerk Blackburn reported that we did receive the invoice from the City of Fennville for $3,720. 
Clerk Blackburn further requested Trustee Lewis to push for answers as to why the City of 
Fennville actively uses this building for their own equipment storage while requesting all other 
townships to collectively pay for the upkeep. It was reported to the township that this building 
would have been demolished, however clearly it is being used to the benefit of the City raising 
the question of why these funds are needed from the township when we have our own Fire 
stations to upkeep.  
  
Building Inspector’s Report: Building Inspector’s report was read by Supervisor Rawson. 
There were 27 mechanical permits and inspections, 7 electrical inspections and 8 permits, 3 
building permits, with $234,042.82 of value to the township. 
  
 Cemetery Report: Clerk Blackburn reminded the township that any plot purchases (once you 
know what plot it is you plan to purchase), or requests for deed receipts can be sent through the 
Clerks office. Any requests for the location of plots and to pick out which plot you’d like to 
purchase, please work with our Sexton, Megan Phillips as she has all of the cemetery maps.  
Sexton Email: NewLifePropertyCare@gmail.com 
Sexton Phone: 269-242-9766 
  
Transfer Station Report: Transfer station report was read by Treasurer Godlew. There was a 
total of 20 tickets bringing in $1,055.00.  
  
Lake Board: None. 
 
Newsletter Report: None. 
 
Holiday Committee Report: Trustee Hatfield read several thank you notes. From Lisa 
Galdikas: Thank you to Kathy Blackburn, Kirk Massey, Tim and Wyatt Looman, and Tim Kotas 
for their help in getting all the holiday decorations up and down around town. 
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From Deb Laraway: thanked the crew that put up and took down the municipal decorations. 
Thanks also to the group that put up and took down the town square decorations.  
 
Pullman Pride Report: None.  
 
Road Committee Report: None.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Fire Fighter Training Class for 1 Member 

A motion was made by Blackburn and seconded by Hatfield to approve spending up to 
$1,000  for the cost of 1 member to attend first responder training. 
Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – yes, Trustee Hatfield, - yes.  Trustee Lewis, - yes.  

 
Date of Budget Meeting 2026 – March 28th 

A motion was made by Blackburn and seconded by Godlew to approve setting the date 
for the budget meeting for Saturday March 28th at 10am at the Lee Township Hall and 
authorize the clerk to proceed with any legally required notices. 
Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – yes, Trustee Hatfield, - yes, Trustee Lewis, - yes.  

 
2026 Poverty Exemption Guidelines 

A motion was made by Godlew and seconded by Blackburn to approve updated poverty 
exemption guidelines that result in an increase in the mandatory minimum by 20% to 
make it easier to qualify.  
Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – yes, Trustee Hatfield, - yes, Trustee Lewis, - yes. 

 
Variance for set back Parcel 12-026-038-00 

A motion was made by Blackburn and seconded by Godlew to reject the variance request. 
Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – yes, Trustee Hatfield, - yes, Trustee Lewis, - no. 

 
Sidewalk Resolution 

<see full text of resolution attached at the end of the minutes>. 
A motion was made by Blackburn and seconded by Hatfield to approve the sidewalk 
resolution in support of the Safe Route To Schools Project.  
Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - no, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – no, Trustee Hatfield, - yes, Trustee Lewis, - yes. 

 
BOR Members 

Letters of interest were received and reviewed by the board from 4 individuals, Richard 
Orawiec, Doug Bale, Michelle Gibson and Jill Okon.  
A motion was made by Blackburn and seconded by Godlew to nominate and appoint 
Michelle Gibson as the primary Board of Review Member and Jill Okon as the alternate 
member of the Board of Review. 
Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer 
Godlew – yes, Trustee Hatfield, - yes, Trustee Lewis, - no. 



 
 
Payment of the Bills: Presented by Clerk Blackburn, totaling $87,062.87.  
A motion was made by Godlew and seconded by Rawson to approve the payment of the bills for 
a total of $87,062.87 presented by Clerk Blackburn.  Motion carried. Roll call - Supervisor 
Rawson - yes, Clerk Blackburn - yes, Treasurer Godlew – yes, Trustee Lewis – yes, Trustee 
Hatfield, - yes. 
  
Correspondence: None. 
 
Adjournment: 
A motion was made by Rawson and seconded by Hatfield to adjourn the meeting. All voted 
“Aye.”  Motion carried.  
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:48pm.  
Minutes submitted by: Kathryn Blackburn, Clerk 
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